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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To shorten the time for making a table for managing the recording state of a 
video tape in the lump. 

CONSTITUTION: A management area is provided in the beginning of the tape for the 
purpose of grasping its recording state, where management information including a 
compressed picture signal and an address signal showing its position is recorded. The 
impressed picture signal and the address signal and an index signal for its mark are 
recorded in the leading position of a program. When a desired picture is selected by 
displaying a table of the management information on a screen at the time of reproducing a 
video signal, a program can be retrieved by detecting its index signal. When the index 
signal is detected by an index/address signal detecting circuit 18 at the time of fast forward 
reproducing and high speed search, etc., in the video tape recorder 1 , the management 
information recorded In the leading position of the program corresponding to this index 
signal is stored in memories 19 and 21, and hence the information is always renewed. At 
the time of turning off a power source and at the time of ejection, such management 
information of a tape range whose management infonmation has not the whole tape is 
recorded in the management area of the beginning of the tape. 
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